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Light time diary

• Matrix listing predefined list of activities and time intervals

• Respondents need to indicate the time of the day/ the time 
intervals when those activities were undertaken

• Experiences indicate that about 30 activities might 
constitute a practical upper level
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Japan 2016: Questionnaire A
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Light time diary
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Advantages
• Less cost -> less coding
• Less time processing

Respondent:
• More manageable
• Less time consuming
• Require less degree of 

literacy of respondents

Challenges
• Bias to the specified 

activities

• Less detailed information, 
including contextual 
information



Light diaries in the world
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Country Type of survey Number of activities Contextual information

1 Australia 2006 Pilot along a full TUS

2 Benin 1998 Module 62 activities + other

3 Cambodia 2004 Module 21 activities + other No

4 China Independent 20 activities Use of internet

5 Finland 2010 Pilot along a full TUS 34 activities + other With whom

6 Iraq 2007 Module 26 activities + other No

7 Ireland 2005 Pilot 26 activities With whom and location

8 Japan 2016 Independent 19 activities + other With whom

9 Lao 2017-2018 Module 21 activities + other No

10 Lesotho 2001-03 Module

11 Madagascar 2001 Module 77 activities classified
SNA/non SNA

12 Netherlands 2012 Pilot along a full TUS

13 Oman 2007-08 Module 22 activities + other

14 Serbia 2015 Independent 21 activities + other Location

15 Slovak Republic 2006 Pilot 29 activities + other (*) With whom and location

16 Sweden 2010 Pilot along a full TUS 29 activities + other

17 UK 2005 Module 30 activities + other Location



Questions

• In order to be able to produce the outputs discussed in session 1, 
what activities should be in the pre-coded list? 

• Miscoding risks

• What additional information is needed and how should be 
collected?

• Do we need summary questions to obtain information about 
activities that are not frequent or that require further probing

• Pros/cons/limitations

• When should we recommend the use of light diary?
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